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ROUGH NOTES. 



I. 

Luke xv, 1 — 10. 

1. Then drew near unto Him all the publicans and sinners 
for to hear him. 

2. And the Pharisees and scribes murmured, saying, This 
man receiveth sinners, and eateth with them. 

3. And he spake this parable unto them, saying, 

4. What man of you, having an hundred sheep, if be 
lose one of them, doth not leave the ninety and nine in the 
wilderness, and go after that which is lost, until he find it 1 

• 5. And when he hath found it, he layeth it ou his 
shoulders, rejoicing. 

6. And when he cometh home, he calleth together his 
friends and neighbours, saying unto them, Eejoice with me ; 
for I have found my sheep which was lost. 

7. I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven 
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over one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and 
nine just persons, which need no repentance. 

8. Either what woman having ten pieces of silver, if she 
lose one piece, doth not light a candle, and sweep the house, 
and seek diligently till she find it ? 

9. And when she hath found it, she calleth her friends 
and her neighbours together, saying, Eejoice with me, for I 
have found the piece which I had lost. 

10. Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the presence 
of the angels of God, over one sinner that repenteth. 




The Lord Jesus was emphatically a " street 
preacher." His audience was composed of the 
lowest and most lost of mankind. He did not 
choose His disciples ; they " drew near to Him 
for to hear Him," and He welcomed all who 
came. His gracious preaching attracted them. 
In it the hopeless found a new hope ; the outcasts 
heard that a refuge was open to them ; sinners 
were promised pardon, and the weary and heavy 
laden, rest. The great attraction of the Lord 
Jesus for those poor people, consisted in His 
infinite love and compassion for them, — His 
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sympathy with them; they felt this, and it 
" drew them unto Him to hear Him." 

We, too often, when we stoop to do good to 
the miserable outcasts of society, do it from the 
height of our respectability and virtue ; we have 
not the yearning love which Jesus had for 
them; we have not the intense desire to win 
them to everlasting happiness which He had, 
and which made it no effort to Him to mix 
with them, and to speak to them living words 
out of the abundance which was in His 
heart. It is this want which makes the 
Gospel we preach cold and unattractive. Though 
we call ourselves Christians how few of us have 
in us the loving spirit of Christ. We, who ought 
to be, as it were, the continuation of Him on 
the earth, act quite differently to what He did. 
Our religion is theoretical, His was practical. 
In theory we hold^what the Bible tells us, that 
the proud man is as far, nay farther from God than 
even such open sinners ; and yet, provided the 
proud man is surrounded by respectable outward 
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appearances, we hold out the right hand of 
fellowship to him, whereas we repulse the out- 
cast with disgust. 

"We are not like Christ ! To become like Him, 
to obtain His spirit of Divine love and bound- 
less sympathy, we must first feel ourselves to be 
sinners, yea, sinners perhaps viler in the sight of 
God than those whom we so scorn. We must 
take the measure of our numberless advantajges 
of position, of education, of freedom from tempta- 
tion to gross sins ; we must lay in the balance 
our pride, our want of charity, our many sins of 
omission, and if we judge ourselves rightly — 
judge our hearts as God sees them, we must 
descend in our own estimation, we must confess 
ourselves to be vile ; we must go down, down, 
till we have placed ourselves on a level with the 
lowest of mankind, and even then we should 
feel in our hearts, that if there was a lower place 
still, that would be the fittest for us. 

Having been thus humbled in our own sight, 
mod having experienced in our hearts the infinite 
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joy of the free pardon of God, raising us out of 
the dust of our misery, and filling us with the 
warmth of His abounding love, we are ready in 
our deep compassion to take the outcasts in our 
arms with love resembling His, and to tell them 
what we have felt ourselves, and of the pardon 
and love which God offers them, if they will 
only return to Him. 'then would the Gospel 
we preach also be attractive to them ; then should 
we truly be actuated by the spirit which was in 
Christ. 

If ever there was One who might hold Him- 
self aloof from sinners with pride and horror, it 
was Christ — the Holy One — the Just ! And yet 
He mingled with them in His daily life. He not 
only preached to them, but lived with them; 
entered into their houses, sat at their tables, ate 
with them, — a proof among all Eastern nations 
of great friendliness. Like the sun, which 
sends down its rays every day into the foulest 
corners of our earth without being sullied by 
them, so Christ — the Infinitely Pure — <ttsv\L^*kfe. 
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sinners to His heart without having His Purity 
in the smallest degree tainted by their sin ; and 
thus, when we have His spirit, shall we also be 
able to do. 

The pharisees and scribes were angry with 
Him for associating with publicans and sinners. 
In the first place their pride was hurt by it. 
They considered themselves the most learned and 
virtuous, — the most worthy to be sought, — the 
elite of the Jewish people, — and that Jesus 
should prefer the society of publicans to theirs, 
stung them to the quick; for the Lord had 
already risen to fame; His miracles and His 
preaching had proved Him to be no ordinary 
prophet, and because of His fame, not because 
of what He taught, they would gladly have 
attached Him to their party. 

In the second place the Lord in some measure 

belonged to their sect He was learned in the 

law, and He observed it as strictly as they did, 

and they felt offended that any one so nearly 

belonging to themselves should descend to the 
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company of sinners; they felt themselves com- 
promised and degraded by it. These were the 
reasons which made them so bitter against the 
Lord. 

Yet to them His sublimest teachings, — if we 
can make any comparison between the teachings 
of our Lord, — to them His sublimest teachings 
were addressed. Take, for instance, the three 
parables contained in this chapter, that of the 
lost sheep, — of the piece of silver, — and the 
beautiful parable of the Prodigal Son, which 
has been well called, an epitome of the whole 
Gospel. In all these He tells them a simple 
truth, — that He came to seek and to save the 
lost The physician goes to the sick who need 
him; the shepherd goes in search of his lost 
sheep. He says, " What man of you," what 
man, who has the heart of a man, the bowels of 
compassion of a man, — "having an hundred 
sheep, if he lose one of them, doth not leave the 
ninety and nine in the wilderness (or pasture) 
and go after that which was lost until he fiiuL 
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it ? " And having found it, what does He do ? 
He does not reproach or chasten, — "He layeth 
it on His shoulders, rejoicing." " Likewise joy 
shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, 
more than over ninety and nine just persons 
which need no repentance;" that is, there is 
more joy in heaven over one such outcast saved, 
than over ninety and nine people who are out- 
wardly respectable, but whose pride, like that 
of the pharisees, keeps them far from God, and 
prevents their seeing that they have need of 
repentance. 

Some may think, perhaps, that I am hard on 
mere outward respectability; they would urge 
that surely it is better to lead a steady life, and 
to keep, at any rate, free from outward sins; but, 
my friends, it is not I who am hard upon them, 
it is the Gospel, it is our Lord Himself ! 
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II. 

Luke xv, 11 — 13. 

11. And he said, A certain man had two sons : 

12. And the younger of them said to his father, Father, 
give me the portion of goods that falleth to me. And he 
divided unto them his living. 

13. And not many days after, the younger son gathered 
all together, and took his journey into a far country, and 
there wasted his substance with riotous living. 



Some ancient commentators, as well as some 
in modern times, have considered that this 
parable was intended to apply to the Jews 
and Gentiles; the elder son representing the 
Jews, and the faulty younger son, the Gentiles; 
but this seems to me a much narrower appli- 
cation than that intended by our Lord, and 
the many conversions to which this parable 
has led, the many poor prodigals whom it has 
encouraged to return to their Heavenly Father, 
appear to prove a far wider signification : that 
it is applicable even to all mankind* 
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There is a time which arrives in the lives of 
most, if not all of us, when we feel a desire 
to free ourselves of all bonds, even the light 
restraint which is laid upon us in our father's 
house. A child may be brought up in the love 
of God by pious parents ; holy principles are 
instilled into him from his earliest youth, and 
for a time all seems to go well ; he does not 
question the truth of what he is taught, he 
accepts it all, and seems to walk without diffi- 
culty in the way in which he is brought up. 
But as his mind developes, he begins to think 
for himself — he begins perhaps to doubt — to 
ask, " Is this all true ? May it not be possible 
that it is untrue ? " He persuades himself that 
it is untrue ; that what has been represented to 
him as evil, is not evil, that on the contrary it 
is good, and that much pleasure and profit may 
be gained by it ; that also what has been repre- 
sented as good, is, on the contrary, not good, 
and involves much pain at times, and restric- 
tjan, and useless self-torment. Thus desiring 

i 
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his liberty,— the liberty to see and judge for 
himself; he says, " Father, give me the portion 
of goods that falleth to me," and goes forth into 
the world hopeful and joyous, to make his own 
experience, and determined to take his fill of its 
pleasures. 

See the same man ten or fifteen years later, — 
it may be more, or it may even be less. It is 
not necessary that he should have plunged into 
riot and vice ; he may only have followed the 
round of the permitted pleasures and dissipations 
of the world, — and yet ask him if he is satisfied? 
If his soul is full ? If he has found the happi- 
ness he sought and expected ? — and he will tell 
you " No." He may have suffered no outward 
reverses, his houses may be still as richly far- 
nished, his horses and carriages as splendid as 
ever, — but his heart is empty and unsatisfied. 

There is in the mind of man a craving for 
something solid and enduring ; a firm friendship, 
a true love, some one to trust, and these he does 
not find among the gay crowds which. surtovuad. 
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him. The time comes when pleasure palls upon 
him, when he finds that the pomps of the world 
are but vanity, and he is satiated with the 
enjoyments which he once pursued so ardently: 
then he returns in .thought to the pure pleasures 
of his Father's hearth, to the simple life he led 
there, full of the peace and love and happiness 
he now wants, but cannot find. 

When God created man, He created him in 
His own image. He placed Him in Eden where 
he was perfectly happy and needed nothing, and 
yet he was not satisfied. When Adam and Eve 
took of the forbidden fruit, was it not that they 
said to God, like the prodigal to his father, 
" Give me the portion of goods that falleth to 
me." They wanted their liberty, — freedom even 
from the light yoke of happiness. 

The question has often arisen in many minds, 

"Why did not God, to whom all things are 

possible, create man perfectly happy and sinless? 

Why did He not create him so that he could 

not sin ? " We feel that if our son said to us, 
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"Father, give me the portion of goods that 
falleth to me," we should use our paternal 
authority and discretion, we should refuse to 
give him that which we believe would be hurt- 
fill to him; we should reason with him, and 
endeavour to dissuade him from pursuing his 
evil course. That is the way in which you and 
I would act But God did not so. Could God 
have created man a perfect being, incapable of 
sinning, or of falling into temptation, and yet 
have made him in His own image, fr?e, responsi- 
ble, and with a conscience to guide him right ? 
And which of us, even fallen as we now are, 
would exchange our freedom, our responsibility, 
our conscience, our judgment, all that constitutes 
the image of God within us, for the sake of an 
imposed, unchosen, happiness ? Therefore, God 
lets man choose his own way, and happy are 
they who, after having tried the pleasures of 
this world, find out their wretchedness, their 
emptiness, — their utter inability to satisfy the 
infinite cravings of the soul created in the ima^ 
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of the Eternal God, and who from out of their 
misery turn to seek their Father's home again. 
Happy are they ! Yet how far happier those 
who from their earliest youth " choose first the 
kingdom of God and His righteousness, — who, 
taking up the easy burden that Christ lays upon 
them, never have to groan like the prodigal 
under the heavy load of sin, and the intolerable 
burden of remorse. Oh, friends ! that you could 
be persuaded to choose now for your Master, 
Him whose service is perfect freedom ! 
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III. 

Luke xv, 14 — 17. 

14. And when he had spent all, there arose a mighty 
famine in that land ; and he began to be in want. 

15. And he went and joined himself to a citizen of that 
country ; and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. 

16. And he would fain have filled his belly with the 
husks that the swine did eat : and no man gave unto him. 

17. And when he came to himself, he said, How many 
hired servants of my father's have bread enough and to spare, 
and I perish with hunger 1 



He " had spent all, and there arose a mighty- 
famine in that land." It is not necessary, as I 
have before observed, that the prodigal in these 
times should have squandered all his fortune. 
Suppose his riches still to remain, he yet may 
have spent all his power of enjoyment; he has 
spent the inheritance of his soul ! What happens 
outwardly to our bodies, is but a type of what 
happens inwardly to our spirits, and when that 
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wealth is gone, there arises a mighty famine in 
the soul, and it begins to be in want, — in want 
of purity, of hope, of love, of God ! 

In this extremity, the parable tells us, the 
prodigal " went and joined himself to a citizen 
of that country." He who had gone forth from 
his father's house in the pride of his youth to 
enjoy himself— to conquer the world for his 
pleasure, is now conquered by it ; his sole am- 
bition is to become a servant, his highest aim to 
have food to keep him alive ; instead of a con- 
queror he is a slave to the lowest wants of his 
body. 

And the citizen to whom he had joined him- 
self, " sent him into his fields to feed swine." In 
the mouth of our Lord this was intended to ex- 
press the very lowest depth to which a man can 
fall — he had to become as it were a servant to 
those degraded animals, the touch of whose 
flesh is defilement to the Jews. 

"And he would fain have filled his belly with 
the husks that the swine did eat : and no man 
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gave unto him." In the cravings of his hunger 
he would have mingled with the herd to eat of 
their husks, yet even of these "no man gave unto 
him." Thus it is in this world: as long as a 
man is young and rich and joyous, — as long as 
he can serve the pleasure of his worldly friends, 
so long will he be courted and welcomed and 
feasted among them. But as soon as sad thoughts 
come into his mind, when he begins to feel that 
he has " spent all," and hunger arises in his heart, 
they forsake him. He would fain in his loneli- 
ness and desolation endeavour still to satiate 
himself with their husks — the empty pleasures 
which pass with the moment and leave nothing 
but void behind — but " no man gives unto him." 
His former friends avoid him, they see in him 
an example of what they fear may happen also 
to them, and they had rather not be reminded 
that to them also must come an end of pleasure ; 
that they also will one day have spent all and 
be left hungry and desolate. 

" And when he came to himself." The prodi- 
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gal had wandered far away from himself from 
that Divine Image in which he had been 
created. The life and pleasures he had been 
pursuing were all outward, and when they 
failed him, when he was forced back upon him- 
self, when thoughts, sweet and bitter, came over 
him of his father's home, and of what h6 had 
been when he was living there in his happy and 
innocent youth, cared for and loved, he felt how 
different it was with him now, and he said, " How 
many hired servants of my father's have bread 
enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger 1 " 
The very sound of his father's name pronounced 
by his own lips, brought tender recollections and 
yearnings over his souL He felt how he had 
been labouring for that which was not bread ; 
he had eaten his fill, and yet he exclaimed, " I 
perish with hunger." How striking an illustra- 
tion of our Lord's words, " Whosoever drinketh 
of this water shall thirst again," and whosoever 
eats of that bread shall hunger again. 
That hunger is a proof of the Divine nature 
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within us. In the depths of degradation we see 
it still in the soul that cannot be satisfied with 
the husks of earth. Low as he has fallen, his 
Father's eye is still upon him, his Father's hand 
is stretched out to save him. Oh ! happy if he 
arises to go to his Father ; Oh ! blessed if he 
hunger and thirsta after righteousness, for he 
shall be filled ! The Lord calls to such : Ho, 
every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, 
and he that hath no money ; come ye, buy and 
eat; yea, come buy wine and milk without 
money, and without price." (Isa. lv. 1.) But to 
those who refuse this loving invitation, He says, 
"Behold, my servants shall eat, but ye shall be 
hungry : behold, my servants shall drink, but ye 
shall be thirsty: behold, my servants shall rejoice, 
but ye shall be ashamed." Isa. lxv. 13. 

It is not in the pleasures of this world, not 
even in the higher and more refined pleasures of 
the intellect, that the soul can find satisfaction ; 
they all pass away ! The soul, created in the 
image of God, can only find rest and satisfactiotL 
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and true happiness in God, — can only be filled 
by God ! 

" I am the bread of life ; " the Lord Jesus says, 
(John vi. 35.) " He that cometh to me shall never 
hunger ; and he that believeth on me shall never 
thirst." 
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IV. 

Luke xv, 18 — 20. 

18. I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto 
him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before thee, 

19. And am no more worthy to be called thy son : make 
me as one of thy hired servants. 

20. And he arose and came to his father. 



In following through this parable the history 
of the sinner, in tracing his alienation from, and 
his return to God, we have already alluded to 
the time when he "comes to himself," feeling 
himself bowed down beneath the weight of his 
physical and moral abjectness. 

That time, which comes to most if not all of 
us, is a solemn moment in our lives, out of which 
arises, according as we profit by it, life or death 
to our souls. All who " come to themselves " 
do not return to God. Many, after living for 
some time conscious of their degradation, and in 
fear for the consequences of their siiL> cast tiss^fe, 
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feelings off as a burden greater than they can 
bear, and recklessly return to their old life. 
Some fall into despair. You may, perhaps, have 
known instances of people, who, absorbed in the 
contemplation of their sin and of the justice of 
God which menaces them, seem to be left without 
hope, and losing hope, despair has seized them 
and they have lost their reason too. On this 
account the doctrines of the Gospel have been 
considered dangerous, but it is not the Gospel, — 
the "good tidings of great joy," which drives a 
man to despair — it is sin, and its punishment, 
and the fear of never being able to escape it 

To me, the wonder is that there are not more 
such cases, for when we consider only our sin, 
how can we hope for God's mercy, and what — 
what remains to the soul from whom the hope 
of mercy is taken ? 

But it is wrong, it is sinful to despair, it is 

denying the power of God, denying His mercy 

and His love! Let us always remember, if 

ever— our conscience accusing us — our souls 
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were to fall into so fearful a state, — let us remem- 
ber that we are forbidden to despair. As long 
as there is a God in Heaven who " gave His only- 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish," (John iii. 16,) — a God who 
calls to us, " Look unto me, and be ye saved, 
all the ends of the earth," (Isa. xlv. 22,) and 
who has promised " him that cometh to me I 
will in no wise cast out," (John vi. 37,) — so long 
as this God is in heaven, the sinner is forbidden 
to despair. 

Some men from out of their despair, accuse 
God ; they accuse the propensities with which 
they were born— the circumstances in which 
they are placed, and question, "Why have I 
been so placed ? — the fault is not in me ; — God 
has put me here — fate has led me ; I could not 
act otherwise, my conduct has been a necessity ; 
and if I have acted thus of necessity, God's 
justice cannot punish me, for to deserve punish- 
ment there must be liberty of action," and 
instead of buckling on their armour to fight the 
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evil that is in them, they fall back into their old 
ways, reconciled as it were to their sin. 

Others, again, consider that their passions 
legitimize all things, and all the high aspirations 
of the soul, the noble ambitions which raise us 
above the world, all that is the work of the 
Spirit of Grod in the soul, they treat as follies. 
" Why should we trouble ourselves," they say, 
" let us enjoy to-day, for to-morrow we die." 

Thus, sometimes from despair - sometimes 
from a so-called philosophy, denying the respon- 
sibility of man — and sometimes from the love 
of sin, men — for whom God has done so much — 
lose their own souls, because they will not do 
their part of the work of salvation, because they 
will not " arise and go to Him," and cry to Him 
for the help and light which He will surely 
give. 

It was not so with the prodigal He did not 
give way to despair, nor try to justify his sin, 
nor endeavour to reconcile himself to his situa- 
tion. "I will arise," he says, " and go to my 
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father." We see here the first warm impulse of 
a soul which desires to return to God. He does 
not say, " I will wait till I am called, till some 
special messenger brings me an invitation — till 
some help is given. I cannot go as I am, so 
weak, so ragged, I should be ashamed to appear 
before my father's household-" No considera- 
tion of this kind deters him for a moment ; his 
great want is all he feels, his father's love is all 
he thinks of, and he resolves at once to go to him. 
When one is in fear of judgment, when one is 
miserable because of sin, one does not stop to 
reason, one cannot afford to wait, the soul feels 
at once, "Ymust arise and go to my Father." 
If we put it off, as if we could do it ourselves 
on a day of our own choosing, it will be im- 
possible, the time will go by. 

The prodigal waited not for strength, he 
started immediately — he would stay no longer 
a servant far from home. " I will go to my 
father," he said, " though I die by the way, yet 
I will arise and go." This is the feeling of a 
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soul which is really touched with a sense of its 
wretchedness — of a soul which answers to God's 
call (and He calls all souls) — he feels that it is 
not good to live away from God, that it is both 
criminal and miserable to do so. 

After considering his own wretched state he 
thought of his father's house. However sinfbl 
he was he had not ceased to have a father, he 
had not ceased to be that father's son* It is a 
striking image of the relation between the soul, 
even the sinful soul, and God — God the Father 
of our spirits. " I will return," says the repentant 
sinner, "to the God whom I have despised, 
whose name I have only spoken in blasphemy — 
who is yet so good and merciful — who " waiteth 
to be gracious," — I am miserable, but because 
of my misery He will have mercy, for " like as 
a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth 
them that fear Him." Psa. ciii. 18. 

The language of the prodigal is the language 
of repentance. " I have sinned against heaven 
and before thee ; " this is wholesome working of 
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the soul, for there is no sincere return to God 
without sincere repentance for sin. Till then, 
there is no conversion. We may learn from the 
publican the way in which the repenting soul 
should approach God, — standing afar off, and 
beating his breast, and crying, " God be merciful 
to me a sinner." So the prodigal confessed, 
" I have sinned before thee, make me as one of 
thy hired servants. " He had transgressed not 
only against his father, he had also sinned against 
men, against himself — yet greater than these did 
he feel his crime against his father. Thus, when 
our conscience awakes to the sense of sin, the 
brightness of God's holiness bursts forth upon 
us, and confounds us : the uppermost feeling in 
our hearts is our sin as He sees it. We are 
overwhelmed with the thought that we have 
forsaken and denied our Father, and exclaim, 
" I am no more worthy to be called thy son." 

Had the prodigal re-appeared suddenly in the 
midst of his family in his rags, his face dis- 
figured by sin and want, none would have kno^nx 
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him ! He left them young, strong, brilliant with 
hope, taking with him his "portion of goods/! — 
and returns, how destitute ! how fallen ! Alas ! 
thus it is with us ! 

It is the fashion at this time with a certain 
set of men to call themselves the " sons of God," 
yet not in any religious sense. But, I would 
ask, do their lives become the honourable name 
they arrogate to themselves ? Is there anything 
in their conduct to shew that they deserve so 
sublime a title ? Alas, no ! To deserve it again 
we must feel that we have forfeited it — we must 
be humbled under the sense of our unworthiness 
to bear it — we must feel that it is a miracle we 
are not "consumed" — a miracle that God has 
had mercy on us so long ! — a miracle that His 
long-suffering is still bearing with us ! and, re- 
turning, we shall humbly crave to be even as 
one of His hired servants ! 

" And he arose and came to his father." The 
act followed immediately upon the resolution; 
there was no delay. Is there not a difference 
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here between the conduct of the prodigal son and 
that of some of us ? How many times have you 
said "I will arise," and yet have not arisen? 
You have determined to alter your manner of 
life; to give up bad society; to conquer evil 
habits ; and to lead a new life, some day. You 
have determined to think of your soul, some 
day ; but it is ever put off to that " some day." 
To-morrow, and then again to-morrow, you 
promise yourselves a change that never comes. 
Well has it been said that hell is paved with 
good resolutions ! If all who have thus resolved 
had really turned to God, perhaps there would 
not be one among you now, who would not be 
the child of God. Most of you have said all 
this to yourselves at some time or other, but 
you have put it off, and nothing has come of it. 
You delude yourselves into thinking yourselves 
religious, because you intend to be so some day. 
Alas ! one dies of spiritual hunger in this way ! 
Thus did not the prodigal ; he arose and went to 
his father. "Let the wicked forsake his way, 
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and the unrighteous man his thoughts : and let 
him return unto the Lord, and he will have 
mercy upon him : and to our God, for he will 
abundantly pardon : " Isa. lv, 7. 

To return to God, as we are, for deliverance, 
is the action that must follow our resolution, if 
we would not have it fall abortive on to the 
pavement of hell! Perhaps some among you 
would ask, with real desire to know the way, 
' How are we to return to God?' To such I 
would answer, You must return to Him by giv- 
ing up all that is not according to His will, and 
doing all that is His will. To return to God is 
not a single act ; it is " ceasing to do evil, and 
learning to do well;" it is a constant living in 
His presence, a constant appealing to Him by 
prayer for guidance, and wisdom, and strength, 
and grace. Oh ! all you who feel yourselves to be 
far from God, I beseech you, return to Him now ; 
return by earnest prayer ; by a look to Jesus, 
whose love invites you, and who promises that 
G-od will receive you. Do not stay where you 



BOUGH NOTES. 37 

are, you will die ! "I perish with hunger," the 
prodigal exclaimed- You will find in Jesus the 
bread and the water of life; comfort in this 
troubled world, and hope and joy in looking 
forward to the world that is to come. 

Oh that God may give us grace — to us who 
have all been prodigals, who all have wandered 
more or less from our Father's home — may He 
give us grace to return to God now ; to find 
His arms and His heart open to receive us for 
all eternity ! 
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V. 

John xvii. 20—26. 

20. Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also 
which shall believe on me through their word ; 

21. That they all may be one ; as thou, Father, art in 
me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us : that the 
world may believe that thou hast sent me. 

22. And the glory which thou gavest me I have given 
them ; that they may be one, even as we are one : • 

23. I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made 
perfect in one ; and that the world may know that thou hast 
sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me. 

24. Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given 
me, be with me where I am; that they may behold my 
glory, which thou hast given me : for thou lovedst me before 
the foundation of the world. 

25. O righteous Father, the world hath not known thee : 
but I have known thee, and these have known that thou 
hast sent me. 

26. And I have declared unto them thy name, and will 
declare it : that the love wherewith thou hast loved me may 
be in them, and I in them. 



The Lord Jesus prays for the unity of His 
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people, but by unity, He does not mean uni- 
formity. We become one with another person, 
not by our intellect, not by conformity of thought, 
but by our hearts, by the power of love. There 
is a church that insists on unity among its mem- 
bers, and declares that out of it there is no 
salvation. 

But how is this unity obtained ? 

By turning out those who do not agree with 
it, and retaining within its pale only such per- 
sons as adhere to its rules and doctrines, or else 
submit in silence. This is the only way in which 
such unity can be procured. 

But is this the unity which the Lord desires 
to see among His disciples ? Surely not. The 
unity He prays the Father to give, is not uni- 
formity of practice, not even entire unity of 
thought, it is the unity of love. " That the love 
wherewith thou hast loved me may be in them, 
and I in them." 

It is those who are thus united in His love, 
and by that love devoted to His service, who 
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form His Church. By His Church, I do not 
mean this church or that, as we designate 
a church — the Protestant, Romish, or Greek 
church, — but those who in each or all churches 
and sects love Christ. These form His true 
Church. Above all other churches stands this 
Church — His Church— in which, in spite of 
differences of forms and practice and thought, 
there is true unity, and out of which there is 
no salvation. The unity of this Church consists 
in the love borne by all its members to their 
great Head, and, for His sake, to each other. 
That out of this there is no salvation St. Paul 
tells us, when he says, "If any man love not 
the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema 
Maranatha:" 1 Cor. xvi, 22. 

Surely the Lord never intended that there 
should be complete uniformity in His Church 
on earth. As the human mind is constituted 
this is simply impossible. If I said the same 
thing to ten different people, of different ages 
and profe8Bions and modes of education, would 
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not each, though hearing the same thing, retain 
of it that which most assimilated to his own 
peculiar state of thought ? 

If an object was placed in the middle of this 
church, all would see it, but from different 
points of view— some in front, some from be- 
hind, and some from each side — and each would 
describe it according to his own view of it ; still 
it would be but one and the same object. This 
is an illustration of how impossible it is ever to 
obtain perfect uniformity of opinion upon earth. 
We shall never attain to that till the blessed 
time comes, when we " shall know as we are 
known," and when none need say to his brother, 
" Know the Lord, for they all shall know Him, 
from the least unto the greatest of them." (Jer. 
xxxi, 34.) 

I do not mean to say that it is a matter of 
indifference to what outward church we belong ; 
the atmosphere of some is unwholesome to the 
soul, by reason of the errors with which they 
are filled. It is not a matter of indifference to 
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the health of our bodies whether we live in a 
cellar, or on the first floor, or in a garret We 
may live in all these, but the air of some is 
pure and wholesome, while that of others is 
injurious. 

In the 25th verse the Lord exclaims, "0 
righteous Father, the world hath not known 
thee." The world cannot know God. Philo- 
sophers say they believe there is a God — the 
Creator — a universal Spirit, just and holy, and 
even a Judge, rewarding men according to their 
works — but is this pale belief, this far off faith, 
knowing God ? We do not know a man because 
we have merely seen or spoken to him. When 
we say, 'I know that person very well/ we 
mean that we have had much intercourse with 
him — that we have been with him at seasons 
when he has opened his heart to us — that we 
know what is in him,— his inner life. 

The world does not thus know God. It is 
on our knees, with our heads low in the dust, 
that we first begin truly to know Him. It is on 
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our knees that we have our most blessed and 
intimate intercourse with Him ; it is then that 
He reveals Himself to us, and so fills us with 
His love, that it becomes an all-pervading influ- 
ence within us, perfuming, as it were, our whole 
lives. There is no greater proof of the truth of 
Christianity than a true and consistent Christian. 
Those who observe him closely must notice the 
change that takes place in his whole being and 
conduct, his thoughts, and opinions. 

In the early days of Christianity, when life 
abounded, and love was strong among the dis- 
ciples, the very heathens remarked, "See how 
these Christians love one another." It was such 
a thing as had never been seen before. But 
alas ! as time went on, differences and dissensions 
arose among them, and then the progress of 
Christianity was checked; and when, in later 
days still, they had so fallen away from the 
spirit of Christ as to persecute and murder each 
other on account of differences of opinion, how 
did it give occasion to the enemies of God to 



44 BOUGH NOTES. 

blaspheme ! Oh ! let us see that we have 
Christ's spirit of love dwelling in our hearts, 
and urging us to long, and pray, and work, for 
that time when the knowledge and love of God 
shall cover the earth as the waters cover the 
sea. 
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VL 

Col. ii, 8 — 15. 

8. Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy 
and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudi- 
ments of the world, and not after Christ. 

9. For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead 
bodily. 

10. And ye are complete in him, which is the head of 
all principality and power : 

11. In whom also ye are circumcised with the circum- 
cision made without hands, in putting off the body of the 
sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ : 

12. Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are 
risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, 
who hath raised him from the dead. 

13. And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircum- 
cision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, 
having forgiven you all trespasses ; 

14. Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was 
against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the 
way, nailing it to his cross ; 

15. And having spoiled principalities and powers, he 
made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them iiL\k. 
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Many people think that baptism makes a 
Christian ; it is the error of the Romish and of 
the Greek churches, and the error of many 
Protestants ; and yet facts have lifted up their 
testimony against this doctrine for centuries. 

Look at the thousands of criminals who fill 
our prisons — most of these have been baptized 
Look at the thousands baptized in the name of 
Christ, who are utterly regardless of Him, and 
utterly thoughtless about their own souls ; and 
the thousands of irreligious, the thousands of 
infidels — can these, although baptized into the 
Christian Church, be called Christians in the 
true sense of the word ? Can it be believed 
that a little water sprinkled over the face, a few 
words of the Gospel repeated, have power, as 
by a magic spell, to change the heart ? 

If those who hold this doctrine would but 
remember how baptism was administered in 
the time of the apostles, they would see how 
different it was then to the rite we now use. 
We read nothing in the new Testament of the 
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baptism of infants ; we can only guess that it 
may possibly have been practised, but the Bible 
is absolutely silent on the subject Those who 
were baptized were adults ; they were already 
Christians, that is, believers in, and followers of, 
our Lord. They had felt themselves to be lost 
sinners, and believed in Christ as their Saviour, 
and because they believed, they came to be bap- 
tized in order to make an open confession of 
their faith. They were then plunged entirely 
into the water, as a sign that they were dead 
and buried to their old life of sin and unbelief, 
as Christ died and was buried ; and they rose 
again out of the water, as Christ arose out of 
the tomb, to begin a new life with Him. 

I can hardly conceive a more striking symbol. 
The " old man " being dead in them, they became 
" new creatures " in Christ. Delivered from the 
burden of sin, from the fear of punishment, they 
were free to devote their whole energies to the 
service of the Lord who had bought them. 

This is the divine theory of the religion of 
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Jesus; it is a purely spiritual religion. We 
must first feel ourselves to be lost sinners, 
we must hate the sin we have committed, and 
must come in faith to Christ for pardon. The 
baptism that makes us Christians is that of 
faith, which brings our souls into communication 
with God ; and this no mere outward baptism 
can do. Outward acts and forms follow to 
symbolize the inward change. 

Oh ! what a difference there is in the service 
of those " freedmen of Christ," who work with 
the energy of gratitude and love for Him who 
has made them free, to the service of those who, 
still labouring under the burden of their sins 
and infirmities, are painfully striving to deserve 
pardon by some merit of their own. 

Which of us can say that we have always 
obeyed the dictates of our conscience? How 
much less have we fulfilled the law of God, as 
given in the Ten Commandments ; and still less 
have we come up to that ideal of perfection 
which is held up to us in the example and 
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precepts of Jesus, our Divine Master. How 
th^n can we ever hope to deserve pardon ? 

The grace of God is free ! The pardon of 
God is free ! " The gift of God is eternal life." 
This is the " good news " that angels proclaimed 
to men. " God so loved the world that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life:" John iii, 16. If there are any here who 
have not yet come to Jesus for pardon, let them 
come now. " He will in no wise cast them out : " 
John vi, 37. Let them give themselves to Him, 
let them trust themselves to Him entirely, and 
then, freed from care for themselves, their hands 
will be strong to work for the glory of Him 
who has saved them, and for the salvation of 
men. 



^ 
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VII 

Col. m, 1 — 3. 

1. If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things 
which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of 
God. 

2. Set your affections on things above, not on things on 
the earth. 

3. For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in 
God. 



St. Paul begins this epistle with the inculca- 
tion of the doctrines of which, in this chapter, 
he makes the application, or, as it were, draws 
the moral. 

We nowhere find a complete code of morals 
set forth in the New Testament. The precepts 
of the Lbrd Jesus were not intended to supersede 
or displace the laws given by God of old to the 
Jews, but rather to teach us how best to fulfil 



BOUGH NOTES. . 51 

them, and to lead us to the possession of God 
in our hearts by faith. 

The terms used by St. Paul — " dead," " risen 
with Christ," " your life hid with Christ in God " 
— seem to us at first to be extraordinary and 
mysterious, if not incomprehensible ; for we are 
not dead, nor have we risen from the dead. 
But there is a spiritual death and a spiritual 
resurrection, which all true believers have gone 
through — the death is to the life of sin; the 
resurrection is to a new life in Christ. 

In the third chapter of the gospel of St. John, 
our Saviour speaks to Nicodemus of a "new 
birtji"; an expression which appears almost 
more incomprehensible than those of St. Paul. 
This " new birth," the Lord speaks of as of such 
importance, that without it we cannot see the 
kingdom of God. It is therefore a matter of the 
greatest moment to us how this new birth is to 
be obtained. It is only by " dying " first ; the 
" old man " — the evil heart with which we were 

e 2 
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born— must die within us, and we must be born 
again unto righteousness; in other words, this 
"new birth," is conversion — not merely that 
change of opinion which leads a person to 
change from one outward church to another, 
or from leading a careless, sinful life, to reform 
and become outwardly virtuous — it must be 
such an entire transformation that he must be, 
as it were, alive to things to which before he 
was dead, and dead to things to which before 
he was alive. 

This change begins by repentance, and hatred 
of sin, and such a sense of misery under its bur- 
den, that we are driven to Christ to lay it down 
at His feet, and pray for pardon — that pardon 
which is never refused. " Come unto me, all ye 
that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest." When, resting in full faith on that 
gracious promise, we feel that God has, in very 
deed, for Christ's sake, forgiven us, — our hearts 
are overwhelmed with love and gratitude, and 
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filled with ardent aspirations for holiness of 
thought and life. If we doubt whether this 
change has taken place within us, we may find 
out by asking ourselves what we love most, — 
whether it is God, our Father, and heaven, our 
home — or the passing things of earth ? 

St. Paul tells us (Rom. viii, 13) that if we 
" live after the flesh we shall die." This " life 
after the flesh " is the worship of owr selves — the 
worst idolatry — the most absolute Deism ! To 
seek our own pleasure in all things is the selfish 
impulse of the " life after the flesh/' and it is to 
this life we are called upon to die. When our 
hearts are truly changed, it is impossible to us 
to lead the old self-seeking life ; new thoughts 
and wishes arise, like the birth of a new life 
within us. 

I cannot think of a better simile to explain 
my meaning, than to suppose a blind man who 
can hear, suddenly to become deaf, and at the 
same time to receive his sight. How different 
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would the world appear to him ! He would 
enter upon an entirely new set of ideas; that 
which was formerly plain to him would become 
unintelligible, and that which was dark would 
become light. Such a change is conversion — so 
complete, that old things pass away, and all 
things become new. 

Dear friends, can I talk of this important 
change, a change on which depends your eter- 
nity, without making a personal application to 
yourselves — without asking you if you have ex- 
perienced it? Are you bom again? Let me 
beseech you not to deceive yourselves — to put 
away all illusion as to your state, and not to 
rest till you can answer this question satisfac- 
torily. 

It was to such as had been converted that 
£|t. Paul speaks in the verses which form the 
text. There are certain christian works which 
those who are Christians only in name may do. 
They may be charitable to the poor, considerate 
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and amiable to those around them; but there 
are other things required by the religion of 
Christ, which only a true Christian can accom- 
plish. A true Christian only will set his affec- 
tions on things above, — a true Christian only 
can have his " life hidden with Christ in God." 
By this " hidden life " is not intended a life hid- 
den away in a desert, withdrawn from the world, 
lost in the contemplation jof God. This would 
be neglecting the duties of the station in which 
God has placed him. No, the Christian must 
work, must earnestly strive to make himself 
useful in his family, in the city, in the world. 
What would become of the world, if all who 
have the divine life within them were to separate 
themselves, and, instead of letting their " light 
shine before men," " hide it under a bushel," and 
let it consume away in solitude. 

Yet though mixing in the things of this life, 
we, who by the grace of God are Christians in 
heart as well as name, must not allow ourselves 
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to be governed by them ; the things belonging 
to eternity must always hold a dominant place 
over the things of time. It is not possible that 
it should be otherwise with the real children of 
God, however much at times, through the 
weakness of the body, they may be over- 
come by the earthly pleasures or sorrows that 
affect us. 

We only find what we want by searching for 
it. The great Newton was once asked how he 
came to make his wonderful discoveries. " By 
always thinking of them," was his answer. Men 
generally succeed in obtaining what they ear- 
nestly wish for, and constantly pursue. Take, 
for instance, a man who has set his heart on be- 
coming rich; I do not mean the mere passing 
wish to be rich, which probably we have all 
had at some time, but the intense desire and 
determination to become so, which take posses- 
sion of the hearts of some few; when in this 
way a man has fixed all his thoughts on this 
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object — turned the whole energy of his mind 
and body towards this end, he generally suc- 
ceeds. So do those who fix their thoughts and 
affections on the things of God certainly succeed 
in obtaining them. 

There are some who bemoan the difficulty of 
discovering what is truth : others complain that 
though they wish to be saved, they do not know 
how it is to be accomplished, and thus suffer 
themselves to become discouraged. Theirs are 
weak wishes, and feeble efforts ! The apostle, 
in our text, recommends the only method of suc- 
ceeding — " Seek those things which are above," 
"Set your affections on things above," and to 
encourage us we have our Lord's promise, " Seek 
and ye shall find." You must therefore blame 
only yourselves if you do not choose to employ 
the only means which will ensure success. 

The world is divided into two classes of men. 
It is impossible to us to draw the line of demar- 
cation between them, — (rod alone can see the 
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distinction between those whose hearts are fixed 
only on earthly pursuits and pleasures, and those 
whose hearts are set on heavenly and spiritual 
things. To men it is difficult to judge, for those 
who most earnestly seek after the things of 
heaven, and most truly desire to serve God, too 
often fall back, alas ! from their high aims 
through the infirmity of our nature. The Chris- 
tian sometimes feels almost as if wings had been 
given to him, to soar heavenward, so earnest are 
his aspirations, so great the spring of his affec 
tions towards God : but then again he falls back 
to earth, his heart feels dull and cold, his wings 
seem taken from him ! This is the Christian 
fight. Many, after having soared into the sun- 
shine of God's presence, and then again fallen 
back into this chill and cloudy world, have lost cou- 
rage ; but that is wrong, for it is thus that our 
faith and strength are developed; this is the 
holy exercise of soul which will conquer in the 
end. We must not be downcast ; after fighting 
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we must fight again, after working we must 
work again, after failing, we must dare to fail 
again, till we are made u more than conquerors 
through him who loved us." 

Some have thought that by the expression, 
" Set your affections on things above," it is meant 
that we should continue to love and think of the 
dear friends who have gone before us to heaven. 
But pleasant as it is to follow them there with 
our thoughts and our love, I do not think that 
is St. Paul's meaning ; he means that we must 
love our blessed Saviour Christ Himself To 
think of arid to love Christ must be the great 
work of our lives. Beautiful as are virtue and 
holiness, we cannot love them — we cannot wor- 
ship an abstraction. In Christ we love every- 
thing that is beautiful and holy, — we love Love 
itself, — all are personified and concentrated in 
Him. On Him must centre all our thoughts 
and affections, for His love to us is so great 
Did He not die for us? and is He not now 
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pouring out upon us all the riches of His love ? 
After all, we only "love him because he first 
loved us." 

If our thoughts were thus habitually fixed on 
Christ, our lives would be more nearly a repro- 
duction of His life on earth. St. Augustine 
says, " Love God, and do as you like," — and 
there is deep meaning in this apparently contra- 
dictory saying; for, if the love of Jesus fills 
your hearts, and suffuses your whole souls, the 
tenor of your lives must necessarily please God. 
They will reflect outwardly the hidden, divine 
life within you. 

If any here can say that this is all new to 
them, that they know nothing of these things, I 
call upon them earnestly to examine their own 
hearts, and they will find them empty of God ! 
Let them then call to God by prayers and sighs 
for the change of heart which will surely come, 
when Christ answers to their cry, " My son, go 
in peace, thy sins are forgiven thee." Then, 
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when they have entered into communion with 
God, when they have once gazed upon His 
Divine Face, they will pass from darkness into 
light, — from death, to life everlasting. 

True, the Christian will still be called to fight 
with the powers of darkness while yet on earth, 
but it is for an eternal crown, which fadeth not 
away, given, for Christ's sake, to all who love 
Him! 



THE END. 
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